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Several years ago there were some people who predicted that PENNY-WISE would 
never survive beyond its first several issues. Yet here we are, in 1970, starting 
Volume IV and our 16th consecutive issue. 

We think that you'll find this present issue to be a real bell-ringer. Likewise, we 
think that there are a lot of good articles to be published in the next and future issues of 
p-W. We're real excited about our future! 

1970 also promises to be a big year for collectors of U. S. large cents ! 

Blaisdell, Breen, fteiver, and Wright have already started to edit the long- 
promised book on the Late Dates, and it will be a blast! The book will contain new and 
unlisted dies unknown to Newcomb, rarity values, a Condition Census, etc. EAC has 
been given exclusive rights to publish in P-W, chapter by chapter. 

This book, along with Dr. Sheldon's promise to complete his revision of PENNY 
WHIMSY in 1970, should create quite a sensational year. 

Then there are John Wright's "Notes on the Cents of 1816-1835" which starts in 

this issue.. . and also Ned Bush's exciting Photo-Penny Quiz how about 

participating and insure its continuance? 

Don't forget, too dues become payable as of January 1, 1970. We don't 

want to send out bills that costs money! We're sure that you'll go along with the 

$5. annual dues and send a check for this amount, payable to the EAC Club, to 
William Parks, 1109 East Colonial Drive, Orlando, Florida 32803. 

As usual, all other communications should be forwarded to Herb Silberman, our 
president, in care of Associate Designers, Inc. , 174 Maplewood Avenue, Maplewood, 
New Jersey 07040 Herb will see that each item is referred to the proper person. 

We regret to say that the answers to the last Penny Quiz were not available at 
the time this issue of P-W was being prepared for mimeographing. John Wright informs 
us that he may be able to get the copy to us before this issue of P-W is finally made up 
for mailing. If not, then we'll include it in our next issue (March 15, 1970). All 
pertinent material must reach us by February 25 to insure its inclusion in that issue. 

Yours in EAC, 

The Editors and Officers 
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NQTEb ON CENTS OF 1816 - 1835 
John D, Wright 
Part I 

Before attempting to develop a set of notes for cents of 1816-1835 we must first 
establish a basic vocabulary for these cents. The abbreviated listing below should be 
sufficient for our immediate needs. 

We must be familiar with "Dies” and "Descriptions" to properly attribute any 
coin. The specific topics of "Hair", "Dentilation", "Letters", and "Numbers" will 
prepare us for the specific series we wish to attribute. 

DIES 

DIE — A "die" is an engraved piece of metal used for striking metal blanks to pro- 
duce coins, 

RUSTED DIE — The die is rust-pitted. Any coin struck from such a die will show 
lumps wherever there were rust pits in the die. 

LAPPED DIE — The die has been ground down to remove unwanted marks in the fields 
(either rust pits or graver scratches ). The design is weakened and in much 
lower relief. Curls may lack full centers and be detached from their locks. 
Low-lying lying portions of the design may be completely absent (i.e. 
"erased"). 

DISHED DIE — The rim of the die has sunken, producing a raised "false rim" between 
the denticles and the design (usually at tops of the legend for a dished 
reverse die). The dentilation is still visible, forming a "second border". 
The tops of the legend are often fused with the "false rim". 

While "dishing" is one of the prime reasons for absence of dentilation 
on later die states of most varieties of this period, our use of the term 
will be confined to the few instances where the dishing is severe yet the 
dentilation remains. In particular, certain dies of 1826 are characteris- 
tically dished (severely) and can be recognized by this characteristic. 

DESCRIPTIONS 

BEFORE — when used in a description means "immediately to the left of". 

BEHIND — when used in a description means "immediately to the right of". 

K-POSITIQNS — "Kolit positions" (or for those who have a poor memory for names, 
"klock positions") refer to positions on a coin (or letter) corresponding to 
hour positions on a 12 -hour clock. 
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Thus "K6” means. direcf,ly below, while "KIO" means a bit above the 
center on the left side, A range of Kolit positions (such as K7-2 ) indicates 
all positions from the first (io6. 7 ) clockwise to the second (i.e. 2). 

STAR NEAR/FAfi from BUST — The term "* near bust" means the first star is 

sufficiently close to the bust that the lowest point of the star is lower than 
the lowest point of the bust. 

The term "* far from bust" means the lowest point of the first star 
is unquestionably well above the lowest point of the bust. 

Reference to the position of the first star Indicates a deviation from 
the usually-found position for that year. 

MEASUREMENTS BETWEEN STARS — ^measurements are in millimeters 

(25o4 mm equal 1 inch) or centimeters (10 mm equal 1 cm). Measure- 
ments between stars are between the closest points of the stars listed. 

Such measurements help differentiate obverses of 1818, which show very 
few other variations. Whenever possible, this and other "complex" forms 
of identification will be avoided, 

NUMBERING — Numbering of all stars, letters, and berries is clockwise from lower 

left, beginning at the first date character (obverse) or wreath ribbon (reverse). 
Leaves are numbered clockwise from lower left beginning with the outside leaf 
in each cluster and proceeding inwards through that cluster. 

POSITION — We shall use a code letter to represent the position of the point of the 
sixth star to the point of the coronet — whether opposite (O), right (R), 
or left (L), with the modifications "slightly" and "far" where appropriate 
(FL, SL, FR, SR)o For our purposes the modifier "slightly" will mean 
"could be judged as Over if one is not careful" and the modifier "far" will 
indicate that the star is sufficiently removed from the point of the coronet 
that the judgment can be made "at arms length". While this may seen inexact, 
it does add one more distinction than Newcomb listed — and with no more 
effort ! 

Position of the lowest curl will occasionally be given, and this position 
will refer to the "fore" edge of the curl, 

Newcomb's "four key leaves" are the sixth (under the D of UNITED), 
the thirteenth (under the final S of STATES), the fifteenth (under the F in 
OF), and the twenty-third (under the C in AMERICA). We shall augment 
these by one (or both) of two additional leaf -positions on certain years to 
ease the differentiation. These additional leaf -positions are the second 
(under I of UNITED) and the nineteenth (under the E of AMERICA). In 
every case the leaf position noted will be the most outside leaf of its 
particular cluster. 

Where appropriate, Newcomb's errors in description will be corrected. 
Where necessary we may refer to unusual spacing or alignment of letters. 
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Naturally, for accurate position determination one needs to hold the coin 
so that the letter, number, or star point is vertical to the eye. A good glass 
is also recommended. ( Four to eight power actual magnification seems to 
work best. ) 

HAIR 


CURL — a collection of hair strands running approximately in a circle. 

LOCK — a collection of nearly-parallel hair strands that is not a curl. 

CLEFT LOCK AFTER Y — Cents of 1819 - 1835, plus two dies of 1818, are from a 
head-punch different than that of 1816 - most from the first hair band and 
around the back of the coronet. Also, the curl behind the neck has a double 
outline, although this latter feature disappears on several dies with lapping. 
The earlier head has a more or less flat lock behind the Y and a single out- 
line to the curl behind the neck. The top of the head on the earlier type makes 
a sharp dip to the coronet, while the later type displays a more even, 
smoothly rounded top of head. There are several other very trivial differences 
in the two head punches. 

HAIR BUN — all hair behind the second hair cord. 

CLOSED HAIR BUN — the silhouette of the hair bun lacks a "dimple" at right. 

SHILL — abbreviation for "Stray Hair in Lowest Lock"; refers to a stray hair at the 
lower left edge of the lock below the neck (behind the curl). This hair 
strand, cutting upward across the lock, appears on three dies of 1820, four 
of 1822, and three of 1824. 

LINE BELOW E — This term refers to a raised baseline for the coronet below the E 

of LIBERTY. This is a distinct line, not to be confused with the locks of hair 
under the LIBERTY. Such a line is found on some obverses of 1816-1825. 

DENTIL ATION 

DENTICLE — a tooth-like projection from the rim of the coin or die. 

DENTILATION — the system of denticles which forms the "frame" for the design. 

MULTIPLE-DENTICLE — In "closing the circle" of denticles the final denticle was 

occasionally ill-spaced with the first. In such a case the circle was always 
closed with an extra denticle; a gap was never left unfilled. Such an act 
caused instances of two (or three) denticles being abnormally closely spaced 
when compared to their other neighbors. We shall refer to this phenomenon 
by its looks; "Dbl Dent" (double denticle) or "Trip Dent" (triple denticle). 
Apparently the closure problem was solved in 1820 as this is the last year 
with ill-spaced denticles. 
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STYLE I DENTILATION — Cents of 1816 - 1833 (with one exception) and about half of 
the 1834 dies have a wide dentilation with approximately 100 denticles com- 
pleting the circle. This dentilation Is designated "Style I" and runs approxi- 
mately 12 denticles per centimeter around the rim. 

STYLE II DENTILATION — Dies prepared in 1834 and later have a narrower dentilation 
with approximately 135 denticles completing the circle. This dentilation is 
designated "Style U" and runs approximately 16 denticles per centimeter 
around the rim. 

IC - "Inner Circle" is a raised arc line between the denticle tips and the center of the 
coin. Such a line is often found underneath (or "in" ) the dentilation, but this 
term is not included in our use of the term "IC". For this discussion, an IC 
will either lie at the tips of the dentilation or will be completely separated 
from the dentilation. 

CTR DOT — The "center dot" is a raised dot in the geometric center of the coin. The 
term "Plain Ctr Dot" refers to the relief of this dot, while "Lg/3m Ctr Dot" 
refers to its diameter . 

LETTERS 

LEGEND — The "legend" on the reverse is UNITED STATES OF AMERICA only. The 
other lettering on the reverse is called the "denomination". 

LETTERS ON OBVERSE — All references to letters on the obverse are to the letter of 
LIBERTY on the headband (or "coronet"). 

LETTER TYPES — In 1819 a new type of letters was introduced. Differences between 
the old type and the new type are summarized below: 

TYPE I TYPE II 


PERIOD 

1816 - 1819 

1819 - 1835 

C 

description 

smoothly curved, 
square serif at top. 

squared center, triangular serif, 
more closed than Type I. 

E & F 
description 

square center-bar serifs. 

tapered center-bar serifs. 

N 

description 

cross -stroke is crude, 
narrower than upright of T 

cross-stroke is broader than Type 
horizontal serif at top left. 

O 

description 

tall and oval. 

SQuared center. 

S 

description 

heavy front and back 
curves, squared serifs. 

thin front and back curves, 
more refined serifs. 


The single most obvious feature of each type of lettering is underlined in the 
table above. This change in letter-style is responsible for the apparent 
right-shift (after 1819) or Newcomb's description of highest leaf position, 
riis "PC" position is tied to the inner front curve of the S, and this curve re- 
duces to a thin line on the Type IIS. Hence, his "PC" on 1820-1835 cents 
looks like what he would call "NR" on cents of 1816-1818. 
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STRAIGHT-TAILED R — A letter-type difference similar to that listed above occurs in 
LIBERTY on obverses of 182Q. Obverses of 1816 - 1820 carry Type I letters, 
with straight -tailed R and square center-serif on E. Cents of 1820-1835 
(with two exceptions) have Type II letters in LIBERTY, with curly-tailed R 
and tapered center-serif on E. 

The recurrence of the old letter-style as late as 1831 presents somewhat of 
a mystery. If the punches were still in perfect order why were they not used 
more than once in the intervening eleven years since the style change? If, 
on the other hand, we assume this die was prepared (undated) during the 
period of Type I letters, why was it unused for over a decade? Not only the 
R, but every letter in LIBERTY is Type I on both of the "belated appearance" 
dies. 

"ITALIC LETTERS" — Several cents of this period have "dimpled" feet, with the centers 
of their bases raised. This "italic" appearance is usually associated with 
lines drawing the top corners of the letters to the rim, and is a product of 
die-state only — not a peculiarity of any particular die. 

The phenomenon is common to many varieties of this period and is 
usually accompanied by weakness or absence of dentilation. Drawing of outer 
star-points to the rim on the obverse is another manifestation of the same 
phenomenon. 

LARGE/SMALL STARS — Cents of 1816 - 1833 show a common star-size, with only very 
minor individual variations. In 1834 a new, smaller star puncheon was intro- 
duced which remained in use throughout the remainder of the decade. Three 
dies of 1834 and 1835 (the transition period) have the old-type, large stars. 
These are designated "Large * " dies., while all others of these years are 
designated "Small *". 

QPEN/CLOSED C — Both "Open C" and "Closed C" will refer to departures from the 

norm. "Open C" refers to any C whose tail does not extend counter-clockwise 
part K5, "Closed C" refers to any C with a sufficiently long tail so that the C 
is either completely closed or is "all but closed" - retaining only a tiny gap 
at the mouth. 

LONG/SHORT F — Three dies of 1825 have abnormally long top crossbars on the F of 
of OF. These are designated as "Long F" dies. All other dies, with 
normally-proportioned F's, are "Short F" dies. 

SMALL LETTERS — This term is relative only to other dies of the same year. Sizes of 
letters vary independently between the legend and the denomination, there 
being instances in every year from 1830 through 1835 of the "Small Legend, 
Large ONE CENT" combination. In certain years, letter-size varies on an 
individual -letter basis (see below). 

SMALL A — Three dies of 1825 have all three A's noticeably smaller than the other 

letters (most noticeable in STATES). These are "Small A" dies. Other dies, 
with normal-sized A's, are "Large A" dies. 

SMALL S — Newcomb listed three reverses of 1826 are "Small 3" dies. I have been un- 
able to distinguish any difference in letter-size. 
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SHORT 1 — Two dies of 1829 have what is referred to as a "short 1". The first date 
digit on these dies is "normal" when compared to the other date characters. 
The other four 1829 dies have the 1 noticeably taller than the rest of the date 
characters. All 1830 dies would have a "short 1" by 1829 standards. 

BLUNT 1 — Several dies in the 1830's were prepared with broken punches. One type 
of breakage was the loss of the serif on the 1-punch. This produces a 
"Blunt 1", which appears on one die of 1817, one of 1830, and several others 
of 1831 - 1835. Presence or absence of the serif -point on these latter is a 
product of die state rather than a broken punch, so this is not a reliable aid 
to attribution of dies of these years. 

curled/plain 2 — Large-Date cents of 1820 (with two exceptions) have a 2 with a 
top curve ending in a broad, down-pointing club. These are designated as 
"Plain 2" dies. All other cents of 1820 - 1832 have a top curve that sweeps 
back inside the top of the 2, ending in an upward point (similar to the top of 
the 3 on cents of 1835 - 1839). These are called "Curled 2" dies. 

KNOB-TOP/CURL-TOP 3 — One die of 1835 has a round knob at the end of the top curve 
of the 3 (as on cents of 1830 - 1834). This is a "Knob-top 3". All other dies 
of 1835 have the top curve ending in an upward point inside the 3, similar to 
the curled 2's of 1820-1832. These are "Curl-top 3's". 

SC RIP T/B LOCK 8 — Cents of 1819 and 1828 occur with either a "Script 8" (resembling 
a closed 3), or a "Block 8" (resembling a zero atop another zero). Cents of 
other years (1816 - 1835) have the same style 8 for all dies of the year. 

OVAL O — This is the date-figure analogy to the letter-types discussed under LETTERS, 
Two dies of 1820 have an oval O in the date as in the Type I Letters, while 
the dates on all other dies of 1820 and 1830 have the square-center O of the 
Type II Letters. 

wide/close date — Dates come in varying widths for every year of this period. 

The designation of a few years by "Wide/Close-Date" distinction is purely 
arbitrary, as is the dividing point between "Wide" and "Close" for those 
years. In particular, 1819, 1825, and 1829 all have date-width variations 
greater than that of 1821, and the dividing line between "Wide" and "Close" 
on 1817 and 1822 is quite nebulous indeed. We shall not use date-width as 
a description parameter unless the "Wideness" or "Closeness" of the date 
is manifestly apparent. 

large/small DATE — Five years of this period are categorized by a "Large/Small- 
Date" distinction. Four of these show variation in size of every date 
character, as well as a change in the shape of the characters. 


On the "Large Date" of 1834, -only the 8 is over-sized. The 1, 3 and 
4 are identical to the "Small Date" dies for this year. The shape of the 
over-sized 8 is the same as that on the "Small Date" dies. 

This article by John D. Wright will be continued in the March 15 issue of PENNY- 
WISE. 


A THEEE-HOLED PENNY-WISE? 

Mr. George V. Nelson of New York City got in his "Two Cents Worth" in the 
September, 1969 issue of P-W, when he suggested that P-W be pre-punched with three 
holes for fitting the pages into a three ring binder. Since no comments, either pro or 
con, were received after that issue of P-W appeared, it was felt that Mr. Nelson's 
suggestion had gone unheeded. But when the questionnaires from the November issue 
started coming in, many were found to have a brief note appended, all in favor of a 
three-holed P-W. One member even suggested that the EAC make a little profit by 
offering binders to hold the pre-punched P-W. The matter became official when a 
three-holed P-W was approved by the members at the EAC annual meeting on December 7, 

But three-holers are not so easy to come by probably even Chic Sales had 

his problems. Mama Mimeo, who prepares our copy, advises us that holed sheets tend 
to stick together and this makes mimeographing very difficult. Hence, all holing, if it is 
to be done, must be made after the sheets have been printed up. And since holing is a 
manual operation, the cost of production will rise considerably. 

The problem then of a three-holed PENNY-WISE then resolves itself around 
whether three holes are such a big improvement that the members are willing to pay 
extra for them or should such punching be left to each individual member. Warren Lapp 
and Bill Parks are working on the problem at present; but as you can see, this issue of 

P-W was delivered to yoiu without the three holes. Maybe next time but in the 

interim, we tend to agree with one of our staff who shall remain anonymous but who ex- 
pressed himself as follows: 

"The three-hole idea is fine, but it is such a minor individual effort that 
I'm surprised at the fuss. Perhaps we should also dispatch an editor with 
each copy to read it to the recipient. I predict that if vre punch for a three-holed 
binder someone will complain that it won't fit their two-hole; if we punch for a 
five-hole, several (I included) will complain over the "cheap" appearance of a 
many-holed paper. I have never met a single person who could afford $5. per 
year for a subscription to P-W who couldn't also afford 29^ for a hole-puncher. " 
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KEPORT OF. THE , ANNUAL EAC MEETING 


Hotel New Yorker, New York City 
December 7, 1969 

The EAC ran a bourse table at the Hotel New Yorker's semi-monthly coin sale, and 
many EAC members dropped off their duplicates for sale to the public. Over $400. 
worth of coins were sold, and I'm sure that some members and non-members were able 
to add some new coppers to their collections. 

The EAC business meeting started at 7 P.M. and lasted until 11; and was attended 
by seventeen members who dared the rather threatening and unpleasant elements to spend 
several pleasant hours at their hobby of talking cents (and non-sense). 

Those present were Dr. William H. c>heldon, Mrs. Dorothy Paschal, Denis Loring, 
C. Douglas Smith, Dr. Edward R. Bush, Jules Reiver, George Ramont, Willard 
Blaisdell, Milton Pfeffer, George Pretsch, Ken Morrison, Gordon Wrubel, Robert 
Glenderson, Paul Paterson, Capt. Darwin Palmer, Jr., Richard Marlor, and Herbert A. 
Silberman. At least four others were there during the day but did not stay for the 
meeting. 

The decision was made at the annual meeting for the EAC to join ANA on a regular 
(club) membership. Mr. Bill Parks, our treasurer, will be directed to complete the 
required correspondence. 

A committee consisting of Jules Reiver, Willard Blaisdell, and Walter Breen was 
selected to complete the much-needed extension of Newcomb's work. This will include 
adding the newly-discovered dies and combination of dies, and numbering these later-date 
issues. PENNY-WISE will publish the manuscript and plates, chapter by chapter, as 
they are completed. All members are asked to cooperate with specimens, etc. as 
necessary. 

Dr. Ned Bush and the tireless Jules Reiver will soon start a series of photographs 
of specific dies, indicating the grading of the various designs of the early coppers on both 
obverse and reverse. All members are asked to assist these two as they request coins 
for photographing. Please ! This is an important project and will result in a great aid 
for ail collectors. Dr. Sheldon has expressed his extreme interest in the completion of 
this project. 

Dr. Sheldon promised, accompanied by a unanimous "hurrah" from all those 
present, that he would set to work on the revision of his PENNY WHIMSY. He is looking 
for a new name, and any suggestions you may have for him will be forwarded to him. 

The treasurer's most meticulous report indicates that we're still solvent, but 
the recruiting of new members and the payment of dues for the current year 1970 will 
be more than welcome. 

It was voted unanimously by all those present that future issues of PENNY-WISE 
be Issued, punched for a three-ring binder. 
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A brief report was made by your president on,a project which has been interesting 
him for some time, and any member's help would be appreciated. The word "cent" 
appears on our early coppers but its history can be traced back only to the Massachusetts 
Act of 1786 and then disappears. If anyone knows of any reference to the term prior to 
1786, please send on the data. 

Of course, after the business session, there was some trading, selling, and some 
just plain showing-off of prizes. Several members went home agiowing with new 
children to gloat over. The Hays 8 (S-48, the "Starred Reverse") may have been the 
evening's star performer, but the EACers who took home 94 's in condition 45 or better 
felt that they had the leading ladies. Dr. Sheldon made some happy and others sad with 
his exacting grading. But when he authenticated Boring's NCI of 1801 and entered some 
new notes in his PENNY WHIMSY, listing someone's new CC's, the room held only 
leading men, stage center, and a mile high. 

The meeting never really adjourned it just drifted off into the cold, wet 

evening. 

Herbert A. Silberman 
President and Meeting Recorder 


1970 EAC DUES ARE DUE NOW ! ! 

Your 1970 EAC dues are now due and payable at once ! 

Please send your check for $5. to Bill Parks, our treasurer, at 1109 East Colonial 
Drive, Orlando, Florida, 32803. Check should be made payable to Early American 
Coppers Club. Do it today! 

Your dues entitle you to regular issues of PENNY-WISE and full participation in 
all EAC activities. 

Don't wait to be billed ! Time and postage are expensive items. Help us to save 
both. Such a saving can help your club to do more ! 

All members who joined the EAC after July 1, 1969 are not required to pay dues 
at this time. Prompt payment from all others will be very much appreciated and will 
keep PENNY-WISE coming your way! 

PLEASE ! May we count on you to do your share? Mail your check today! 
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ON THE FINE ART OF CHExiRY-PICKING 


Denis Loring 

As the old saying goes, "you can't get something for notning". 

Well, maybe» But with a little technique, a fair measure of luck, and a good deal 
of patience, you can get quite a lot for next to nothing. Such is the fine art of cherry- 
picking, and it comprises one of the moat enjoyable - and profitable - aspects of collect- 
ing the Old Coppers o 

Large cents provide one of tne most fertile fields for cherry-picking in all of 
numismatics; and, if you'll pardon the pun, the time has never been riper. Dealer in- 
terest now is primarily focused on silver, and whatever interest in copper does exist is 
centered on high grade pieces for type coins^ Comparatively few dealers attribute their 
early cents by Sheldon, and even fewer use Newcomb on the late dates. In fact, many 
dealers will label their large cents with date and grade, omitting even major or "Red 
Book" variety designation. If you don't mind specimens in the lower condition levels, 
there are many rare and desirable cents waiting to be discovered. 

Roughly speaking, there are four different types of cherries to be picked; un- 
attributed cents, misattributed cents, cents that are correctly attributed but grossly 
underpriced, and cents that are grossly undergraded. The great majority of cherries 
fall into the first category. I, myself, have seen specimens of S-40, 118, 129, 143, 

149, 195j and even 1803 NCI lying unattributed in dealers' stocks, waiting patiently to be 
rescued from anonymity, in the late dates; I've seen 1818 N-7 l/2 and 1835 N-5 1/2, 
as well as 1830 Small Letters. Most dealers who do attribute their cents are knowledge- 
able enough to attribute them correctly, but anyone can make an honest mistake such as 
mistaking an 1801 NCI for an S-215. You just have to be there to catch it. 

A properly-attributed cent can also be a cherry. Although overgrading seems to be 
the rule, there are always exceptions, and the early cents seem to shine in this respect. 
One incident particularly comes to mind; I saw an 1803 large date and fraction in an 
envelope labeled "Good", the price commensurate with that grade. Dr. Sheldon saw the 
coin and pronounced it "a nice VF20", Even a cent that is attributed and graded correctly 
can be greatly underpriced, and therefore a cherry. One example: the S-142 in F12 

for $36, I'm sure that any EAC member can recall similar instances during his 
collecting career. 

How do you pick cherries? It's easy. Often, it requires nothing more than a 
simple "Do you have any large cents?" There's no need to memorize varieties; a 
dealer who doesn't attribute his cents won't triple his prices just because you puli out a 
Sheldon or Newcomb, Of course, there are some "quickies" for which no book is needed: 
1794 single berry left of bow; 1796 third outside leaf at I; 1801 LIBERTY far right. 

The 1794 Head of '93 is always a nice find, and they can be found - our president found 
two at ANA this year! Certain die breaks are giveaways - and these extreme die breaks 
are often on NC's, The list can go on and on. Even brand new, previously unlisted 
varieties are not beyond discovery - ask Jules Reiver! 
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There are still a lot of cherries out there, waiting to be picked. All it takes is a 
little initiative - and the patience to wait for the cherries to appear. Any poker player 
knows that "you can't paint the spots on the cards"; and a cent collector can't make his 
own NC's (although it's been tried!). But when the NC's turn up, it's nice to be there 
waiting ! 

There's another old saying: "You get what you pay for." Nonsense ! 1 


ANOTHER WHIST MATCH 
Member X 

With holiday time at hand I prepared for a Journey to my homeland. Since Member 
Z lives en route I dropped him a line, proposing a Whist Match on our Tammanys 
(1816-1835). With apprehension he agreed to the proposed match, so this time I. became 
the "Challenger from Out-of-Town". 

Time : A week later - 19 December, high noon. 

Place : A cleared desk-top in a small downtown business office. 

Enter, Stage Left : An 1816 N-1, looking in vain for its counterpart. 

Round Two : 1816 N-2 - three points to two, cumulative, for a Fine gunning against 

an AU. After Inning One (Round 9) the score stands at 14 to 7. 

This 2:1 ratio is gradually whittled down to 1.75:1 by 1822 N-9, where the lesser 
collection experiences its first major setback. The hurriedly-attributed coin falls prey 
to a critical eye and does not survive the test. The end of Inning Seven (1822) shows 
"Lions 129, Christians 73". 

Three other such setbacks help spell defeat, with a final score of 306 - 179. The 
years' head-start in building up the better collection shows quite lucidly in the results: 
thirty-five more varieties and ninety-one better specimens than the other collection, 
while the other boasts 144 varieties total, with nothing not in the first collection, thirty- 
four better specimens, and twenty ties. The better collection lacks only six of the 185 
known varieties of this series. 

At the conclusion of the four-hour match the lesser collection was enriched by 
purchase of five varieties from the oppponent's duplicates, including the rare N-14 of 
1820. 

In spite of the lopsided results, I enjoyed the game. I saw a fine collection and 
had the opportunity of showing off my own. We both gained a little more insight on 
attributing this series. As a bonus I got to see some of Z's earlier cents, and concluded 
that the match would probably have been closer had it been on that series. We took a 
Rain Check on that one; perhaps another time 
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YE EDITOR PAY6 A VfcIT TO DENVER, COLORADO 


Your Editor was in Denver, Colorado from November 29-December 4, serving as 
a delegate from New York State to the House of Delegates of the American Medical 
Association. After a 2 hour, 35 minute flight from JFK Airport, NYC, he taxied to the 
headquarters hotel of the AMA, the Denver Hilton, where he was assigned Room 1903 
on the 19th floor. The room afforded a gorgeous view of the city, especially the 
Colorado State Capitol with its gold dome and the Civic Center park area with its marble 
gateways and spacious lawns connecting the Capitol with the city and county buildings. 

While checking in, your Editor noted a coin shop in the Hilton lobby, directly 
opposite the registration desk; and after getting stowed away, he made his way back to 
the shop where he was greeted by Verl Harvey (ANA 38138) and Charles P. Bialka 
(ANA 38586). Denverites like to recall "the good old days" when Colorado was the 
Silver State (it also produced gold), and the Harvey-Bialka shop featured silver and gold 
coins particularly. However, a few large cents were on display, and as soon as Mr. 
Harvey determined my interest, he produced an album with several hundred different 
large cents mounted therein. He also volunteered to bring out a fair number of 1793's 
in various grades if I were interested. 

The album contained only a few Early Dates, most of which were in the lesser 
grades (a similar stiuation also prevailing in the other two shops visited later). How- 
ever, your Editor acquired an 1802 Stemless Wreath without double fraction bar 
(S-231) in VG10/G4 for $5. ; and an 1803 S-244 R5 VGIO for $21. ; and the 1803 S-246 
R4 (The High Numerator) in G4, for $9. 

Interestingly enough, the Late Dates which comprised the largest part of the 
collection, were well diversified as to dates and varieties; and I was very much im- 
pressed by the number of choice uncirculated pieces on display, all of them beautifully 
aglow with their full Mint bloom. There were more than a hundred such coins, most of 
them late in the series, but a few as early as 1816-1820. Prices ranged from $110. for 
those before 1825; $85. for 1826-1839; and $55. for those from 1849-1857. 

When I commented on the paucity and grade of those coins in the Sheldon series, 
Mr. Harvey assured me that the Early Dates were quite scarce in Denver but salable 
in any grade. He commented that he had one California customer who visited Denver 
frequently and who usually picked over his Early Date lots. 

On December 1, your Editor, accompanied by Dr. Milton Helpern, Chief 
Medical Examiner for the City of New York and an internationally-known pathologist 
who is frequently called upon by courts of law to testify on the medical aspects of 
various crimes, visited the Dan Brown Coin Shop, Inc. at 1532 Broadway. Like most 
other points of interest in Denver, the shop was only a two block walk from the Hilton. 
Dan Brown (ANA LM 215) has a large and beautiful shop with a wide selection of U.S. 
and foreign coins, medals and tokens. A well-stocked selection of numismatic books 
and journals was on hand, as well as many different types of ablums and coin collecting 
accessories. 

Your Editor purchased, for $1.95, a copy of Guiton's Coin Grading Guide and this 
book may be of some interest to EAC members. Guiton, who at one time had worked in 
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a machine shop, devised his own method of pi^ecision measurement of the high spots on 
ail coins and has written a book on grading which takes into consideration the wear on 
such spots in relation to the coin's grade. The book is paper-bound, well illustrated, 

105 pages, and devotes 10 pages to the various types of large cents and how to grade 
them. Picture grading for each type is fully presented, and detailed grading follows. 

The book lists the author as riarold H. Guiton, 4203 North 14 l/2 Street, Terre Haute, 
Indiana. If you should want a copy, perhaps you could obtain one from Dan Brown's Coin 
Shop or directly from the author. 

I was again disappointed to find that Dan Brown's Barly Dates were in short supply 
and of low grade, but 1 selected an 1802 S-228 R2 VG7 ( Fraction l/OOO) for $9. Dr. 
Helpern, who primarily collects ancient Greek and Roman coins, got interested in the 
Early Date large cents too - perhaps he was infected by your Editor's enthusiasm for 
them. Anyway, Dr. Helpern acquired for himself a 1794 S-21 which graded VGIO on the 
obverse. Fair 2 on the reverse, for a mere $17,50. 

Next, Dr. Helpern and I walked to the Denver Mint, This was just a block away 
from the Hilton, but on the opposite side. The Mint is a very impressive building, having 
beautiful architectural lines, and though it is five stories high, gives one the impression 
of being only two stories. At the Mint, we saw planchets for cents, dimes, and 
quarters being punched out; as well as planchets for cents, dimes, and half dollars be- 
ing upset, stamped, counted, and bagged. The tour also included a display of antiques 
and incunabula associated with the Denver and Philadelphia Mints as well as a hugh vault 
containing gold ingots, each weighing about 27 pounds. There was more than a million 
dollars worth of gold on view, but this was only a small part of the more than two 
billion dollai'S worth of gold held in vaults at the Denver Mint. 

The Denver Mint, which employs about 400 people, works 24 hours a day, six 
days a week, and produces some 20 million coins per day. Besides U.d, coinage, the 
Denver Mint holds contracts with several foreign governments, and was producing 
silver coins for Costa Rica on the day of our visit. Both Dr, Helpern and I were im- 
pressed with the well-planned tour organized by the Mint, by the knowledgeability of 
our guide, and the extreme courtesy of all the Mint employees and guards. 

On December 3 I paid a visit to the coin shop in May D-F, a large Macy-like 
department store directly across the street from the Hilton. Its coin shop had a wide 

selection of silver and gold coins but a very poor selection of large cents the stock 

was ample, but most were of inferior grade, and the prices were out of line with the 
other two shops previously visited. The large cents were all sold unattributed, as was 
the case in the other two shops. 

The Yellow Pages listed 12 other coin shops in Denver, but their locations were 
more remote and they were not visited. 

Denver, with a metropolitan area census of one million people, is located 5,280 
feet elevation above sea level. Pikes Peak and other high mountain chains are about 
fifty miles west and south of the city, but their snow-capped peaks are beautiful sights 
from the city. Many ski resorts are nearby. Denver has excellent restaurants and all 
modern facilities. The populace are friendly and courteous, even to New Yorkers, 

Your Editor recommends a visit to Denver whether it be for business or pleasure. 
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THE USE OF LARGE CENTS AS LOVE TOKENS 


Paul and Bob Carter 


Of possible interest to EAC members are our findings, to date, as to the rarity of 
large cents in Love Token form. Not that this data is of any world-shaking consequence. 

In fact, such information might give some large cent collectors "the screaming meemies" 
when they learn that their favorite coins have been so desecrated. There is one redeem- 
ing feature, howevei’, in that Love Tokens on large cents are quite rare and are usually 
sought after by those collectors who are trying to build a type-set collection of Love Tokens. 

To date, the authors have personally seen and photographed seven large cents used 
for Love Tokens and have knowledge of five others. Percentage-wise, large cents as 
Love Tokens comprise 0*6 per cent of ail Love Tokens we have studied so far. 

Descriptions of the various pieces follow: 

1. No date. Landscape, showing a pond with two men fishing, trees in background. 

No monogram. 

2. No date. Coat of arms: casque above, with neck and shoulder armor, crossed 
lances and double-ended mace beneath; below, a gate in fence, one rail in fence, with 
"W.S," entwined on this rail. 

3. No date. Both sides erased and used. On one side. Tree of Life, with human bust 
at top of tree bole and three crowns in foliage. Initial "A" on one side of tree, "B" on 
opposite side. On other side, the King of Clubs, with initial "A" on one side and "L" on 
the opposite side. 

4. 1840 VG Horse's head, 

5. 1842 VF Old-fashioned steam locomotive with engine stack belching smoke, 
pulling a gondola and part of a freight car. Holed. 

6. 1848 VF Woven monogram "G.W. A." on erased reverse surface, enameled. 

7. 1853 F Old English "M". Border cut with 45 tiny shields, each with a dot in the 
center. 

Of the five pieces not personally seen, one was on an 1842 large cent, another an 
1848, another an 1853, and two were without dates. 

In addition, we have seen two pieces which don't fall into the Love Token category, 
but which are of sufficient interest to warrant mentioning them: 

1. No date. Used as filler for the year 1815 in a large cent collection. Legend "None 
Made in 1815" engraved in Old English letters. 

2. 1851 VG Neither surface erased. Block letter monogram "R.A. M. 1891" on ob- 
verse, with legend "Morning Star Chapter" in perimeter. The monogram and date are 
of a different type of workmanship, being matted. 


- 15 - 


PHOTO-PENNY QUIZ 


Edward R. Bush 

It occured to me a number of years ago that a formidable problem had arisen 
amongst many of the large cent collectors in this country and that eventually it would 
need exposure, discussion, and some sort of solution. As you might guess, this problem 
was the age-old question of accurate grading. After mulling over this matter for months, 
I came across an idea which might make a dent, however slight, into this complex and, 
at times, highly emotional subject. I discussed with Herb Silberman and Warren Lapp 
the possibility of photographing large cents and then presenting them, as part of Penny 
Quiz, for attribution and grading. Their enthusiasm was quite unexpected and most 
gratifying and soon, under a full head of steam, I was started on my project. 

I have decided upon the following format; I will photograph a set of large cents 
of the same type, all of which have been chosen at random. I will describe each coin 
briefly so as to provide a general idea of its color, texture, and "feel" (as Dr. Sheldon 
would say). Then I will present the set in the form of a quiz. The reader's responsi- 
bility is two-fold: to attribute each coin by Sheldon number and to give it a grade. With 

the help of recognized experts in the field of grading large cents, I have obtained an 
accurate grading of all the coins used in the present quiz and will publish the answers in 
the next issue of PENNY-WISE. 

The object of this Photo-Penny Quiz is quite simple; perhaps, by this means, we 
novice collectors can build up a photographic library of accurately-graded coins and 
maybe learn a little about the extremely difficult art and science of grading. I am among 
the very first to admit that this method is no panacea for grading all large cents, not 

even all types of the same variety and grade but one thing is certain; a start will 

have been made in this direction. 

As you can see, I have chosen the Draped Bust cents with which to begin this pro- 
ject. Your answers should be forwarded to me by February 15. Likewise, I would 
appreciate your comments regarding the general idea and the quality of the photographic 
reproductions. Since this is the beginning of a totally new idea, any suggestions for its 
improvement will be received with much appreciation. Forward ail replies to: 

Edward xi. Bush 
19 Northway Court 
Anderson, Indiana 46011 

EDITOR'S NOTE; Ned Bush and P-W have gone to considerable effort and expense to 
bring this new project to you. To insure continuation of this program, we need a 
large response from the membership to indicate their interest. If only a few replies 
are received, those members who participated will be notified of the answers by 
personal letter and the project will be abandoned. 
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The coins are described in the order in which they appear on the Plates: 


1801 - Dark brown coin with even surface, having two small surface defects 

on the obverse: one behind and above the ear; the other on the shoulder. 

Aev. is lightly struck over NE in ONE. 


- Deep brown specimen. Obverse has numerous, superficial scratches 
in front of the bust. Rev. has superficial carbon deposit over ICA of 
AMERICA. 


1800 - Mottled, light to dark brown surfaces which are completely smooth 

except for a 5x5 mm. patch of superficial corrosion in front of nose and 
mouth. Lightly-struck T in CENT and F in OF. Edges perfect. 

1807 - Even, dark brown specimen which has very fine corrosion, most 

prominent on obv. Rev. shows edge wear over STATES OF. Edge perfect. 

1797 - Surfaces are deep brown in color. Rev. shows prominent bulging of 

die over EP OF. Obv. shows small dig behind bow. Two small edge nicks. 

1798 - A nice coin, re-colored, yet well-toned. Beautiful surfaces, with no 
evidence of debasement or edge injury. 


Smooth surfaces, which are an even, dark brown color. Obv. has 
early die failure between R and T. Rev. shows carbon spots over UN of 
UNITED and ON of ONE. No significant edge injury. 

Smooth, dark brown surfaces with a few, minute, carbon spots on the 
obverse and more prominent wear on the rev. periphery, extending from 
1 to 7 o'clock. Edges perfect. 


PENNY POTPOURRI 

C.F. GORDON, JR. of Orlando, Florida has the phrase "Cents My Specialty" printed 

above the return address on his envelopes and in large English script, no less. . . 

and ALLAN SCHOENBERGEE of Lakeville, Minnesota includes the phrase 

Numismatist EAC #124" in the return address on his envelopes JOHN WARD, 

JR. of Houston, Texas reports that he participated, as part of the NASA back-up 

personnel, on the Apollo XII mission ALLEN CORSON of Miami, Florida was 

publicity chairman for the FUN Convention held at the Everglades Hotel in Miami from 

January 8 to 11, 1970 GORDON WRUBEL of Center Line, Michigan reports that 

RAY MUNDE of Birmingham, Michigan won "best of show" at the Michigan State 
Numismatic Society convention, held November 28-30. Ray's splendid display of half 
cents by Gilbert variety was loaded with information on varieties, rarity, grading, 

and scarcity of Mint red half cents LAWRENCE A, NILSON is President of the 

Putnam Coin Club in Carmel, New York. 
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TWO CENTS WORTH 


From E. L. McArthy of 4215 Maintree Court, Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

"The following article caught my eye when it appeared on the front page of the 
WALL STREET JOURNAL for September 18, 1969. I thought it might be of interest to 
the EAC members: 

’Copper bracelets return to the limelight as a way to alleviate such 
ailments as arthritis and bursitis after Australian tennis stars John 
Newcombe and Tony Roche are spotted wearing them in the U.S. Open 
Tennis Championships to ward off "tennis elbow", But a spokesman for 
the Arthritis Foundation asserts the bracelets have as much therapeutic 
value as "wearing an amulet with a dead toad in it". ' " 

From Thomas P. Wolf, 420 N. E. 7th Avenue, Hialeah, Florida 33010 

"I am pretty fair at attributing the cents in the Sheldon series. If any members 
would like a second opinion on their attributing. I'll be glad to do that for them» In the 
lower grades especially, one often wants a second opinion. What I lack in knowledge, 

I make up for in patience and perseverance." 

From Richard C. Marlor, R.P.O. 5078, Rutgers College, New Brunswick, New Jersey 

"I am an undergraduate at Rutgers College in New Brunswick, New Jersey. I have 
just finished reading the November issue of PENNY-WISE and must say that the article 
on NUMISMA was rather fascinating. In my library I have a hard-covered book with 
gilt edges from a coin company in the late 1800's. It is the 8th edition (October 1, 1897) 
from the Numismatic Bank, 89 Court Street, Boston, Massachusetts and is entitled 
THE RARE COINS OF AMERICA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES by William Von Bergen. 
This book lists all coins of America and other foreign countries which this company was 
willing to buy. In addition, there is a section entitled 'Statement of Coinage from the 
Organization of the Mint - 1793 to 1882', which lists each denomination by year and the 
amount coined. It is interesting to note that in some years the Mint must have lost 
money from the small amount which they minted. 

Have you ever heard of this company? From the size of the book (200 pages plus 
plates), I would imagine that it was a very large company. 

Did you ever consider having a series of pictorials on the various grades of Dr. 
Sheldon's grading system? It is very hard to distinguish the physical difference between 
a 55 and 60 coin, and even between other phases of wear. I find Brown and Dunn's 
drawings totally inadequate since one cannot see the actual wear on coins by looking at 
drawings. I realize that grading is an art and takes many years of practice, but even 
the oldest numismatist has problems when it comes to grading. Maybe a person like 
Dr. Sheldon or some other knowledgeable EAC member could write an article (or even 
a book) on the grading of large cents which would contain a pictorial analysis of the 
many phases of wear. I know that this would be a tremendous help to me, and I 
imagine to many other collectors of large cents. Maybe someone could grade all the 
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coins on the plates in PENNY WHIMSY and use this as a partial guide." 

From Charles E. Rink, Jr., P. O. Box 56, East Granby, Connecticut 06026 

"A couple of weeks ago., while browsing through a used book store, I ran across 
a batch of recent NUMISMATISTS (I'm not a member of ANA so I don't see them 
regularly). I bought them ail and have started going through them. After reading only 
two issues, it is now my candid opinion that you pack a lot more meat into one issue of 
P-W, by a good deal, that one can find in one issue of THE NUMISMATIST ! And they 
have the whole world of numismatics to draw on ! Not only do I now appreciate P-W 
the more, but I do indeed doff my hat to you in your ability to find material with which 
to fill it so interestingly. Also, I sympathize with your having to cope with a low level 
of contributions. " 

From William G, Blanton, 502 Severin Street, Chapel.Hill, North Carolina 27514 

"While not active at present, I look forward to getting PENNY-WISE and enjoy it 
very much. I like P-W because it does not have the gimmicks, promotions, etc. that 
have caused me to loose some interest in coin collecting. I also enjoy Penny Quiz even 
though I don't feel qualified to participate. 

Belonging to EAC has renewed my interest in large cents, and will, I hope, put 
me back into the category of a collector again. 

I do think that PENNY-WISE needs comments from as many members as possible. 
This can mean almost as much as a group gathering." 

From John E. Borhek. 

"You may keep the photos of my 1797 NC5. Dr. Sheldon saw this coin in August, 
1954 and graded it 35 at that time. I personally compared it with the ANS coin graded 
30 in EARLY AMERICAN CENTS and it is sharper than that piece. Maurice Gould 
and the late Mr. Washburn called it a 40. So, give or take a few points, it is a nice 
coin with good surface and color. 

It has far more extensive die breaks than have been described: 1. Crack from 

rim at 9 o'clock to top of lower hair ribbon; 2. crack from rim 6 denticles above to 
center of top hair ribbon; crack runs across hair to forelock through right foot of T, 
right top of T, to rim; 3. crack from rim over right of E to left top of R and through 
to left top of T; crack from rim through left top of T to top of forelock; 5. rim 
break covering 10 denticles to right of Y, with crack running to right arm of Y through 
top, joining crack above right arm of T; 6. Reverse has small crack from rim to 
right arm of T (second T in STATES); file scratches from rim through C of AMERICA. 

I found this coin in a lot of over 1600 large cents which I bought, together with 
thousands of other U.S. coins, from the estate of an antique dealer who had accumulated 
them. As I recall, this was in the early 1950's. I was paying about 15 ^ for large cents 
and then selling the run-of-the-mill ones to a dealer for 22-25(i. I have about 700 die 
varieties and almost all of them have been obtained in this fashion, as the pick out of 
probably 40 or 50 thousand coins. It is rather hard to find them this way today. The 


- 21 - 


last collection I bought was two years ago and included 1793, 1799, 1804. This was a 
lot of about 300, and I found two R7’s in it. 

I do not get the same fun out of collecting today as I used to get. Now my coins 
sit in a bank vault and I visit them on occasion. I have m.ade 35 mm. slides of some of 
them, as they are a lot safer to have around. Large cents have been my main study." 

One member wrote the following notation on his questionnaire; " I would like to be able 
to send several specimens of varying conditions to Sheldon, Breen, etc. as an exercise 
in grading for my own benefit. " 

From Hay Munde, 3605 West ¥iaple Road, Birmingham, Michigan 48010 

"I collect only half cents but do have a number of large cents. I appreciate that 
the EAC is primarily devoted to large cent collectors, but now and then there are items 
of interest to a half cent collector. Possibly some members collect or have an interest 
in half cents; and if so, I would like to meet or correspond with them." 

From Lt. Col. E. L. Ted Haggarty, Stewart AFB, Newburgh, New York 

"I have coins that I would like to have attributed; but once a coin is attributed and 
graded, it loses so much of the charm and mystery which causes us to wear out the 
pages of Sheldon, Newcomb, and PENNY-WISE, trying to prove or disprove each coin 
over and over. 

I thought our 1968 annual meeting was outstanding. I would love to hear a briefing 
by a representative of a large commercial dealer, covering the status of early cents 
in today's market, their availability, grading standards, and future projections. 

Sites for the annual meeting are influenced by our geographical status. Therefore, 
the regional meeting allows for greater participation by the membership in one of the 
most enjoyable functions of the EAC. In the same manner, conducting the annual meet- 
ing in conjunction with ANA would allow many of the members the opportunity to kill two 
birds with one coin, so to speak. 

From Carl Windon, 9760 Burgos Avenue, Oakland, California 94605 

"I like ail of the articles in P-W, It is a well-balanced paper, with more know- 
ledge than I could get anywhere. I have all my copies on file and wouldn't sell one for 
any price. I am proud of them and think you are doing a good job. 

Any member of EAC is welcome to my home, if visiting out here or here on 
business. My telephone number is unlisted: 569-6034." 
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From ilalph A. Brown, 7295 Shelby Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46227 

"The annual EAC meeting occurred on Sunday, December 7; and anyone attend- 
ing from the midwest would had had to fly in for it on Saturday and leave early Sunday 
evening, thereby missing much of the meeting. If future meetings were scheduled on 
Saturday, those of us from the midwest could fly in on Friday and leave on Sunday. 

Don't under-estimate the value of regional gatherings of large cent collectors. 

In our Indianapolis meeting, the group was comparatively small but just large enough 
so that each person could become well acquainted with the others and could have many 
conversations on large cents. We readily agreed among ourselves that a group of our 
size makes for a cozier meeting there are just too many people at some con- 

ventions. It should be one of the purposes of EAC to bring large cent collectors together 
whenever possible. 

Is Penny Quiz just too tough? The response would tend to say so. The Quiz 
appears to be aimed at the most advanced collectors inasmuch as only those with very 
extensive collections would have sufficient reason to be that familiar with the dies and 
varieties. " 

From Dane B. Nielsen, 5223 Harmony Avenue, Apt. 4, No. Holl3wvood, California 91601 

" 'Anonymous' is much like the rest of us. Five years ago I had my books for 
pennies through half dollars almost filled, along with ail sorts of circulated rolls, etc. 
and was cleaned out in one small afternoon robbery of our home. Even before the 
robbery, I had been brooding about my collection. Although I had about $1,500. Bed 
Book value, I found that nobody seemed interested in buying Lincoln cents or Buffalo 
nickels, even the many key and semi-key coins. So, at the age of 16, with my 
'fortune' and my hobby gone, I just shrugged my shoulders and decided that I would 
start all over but with something that somebody else would appreciate too. 

A month later, I received my check for $86. from the insurance company (for 
face value only); and I went right down to a coin shop and bought a copy of PENNY 
WHIMSY and a 1798 VG large cent. I studied that coin for hour upon hour, and finally 
decided that it was an S-187, the most common of ail. But I didn't care. ..... I loved 

every minute of the time spent. I still do. 

I remember going through my Red Book after the robbery and trying to decide 
which series to start collecting again: bust halves? they were big, beautiful, and 

very cheap then colonials? I love history half cents? great, but what 

about ail those darn proofs? large cents? man, do I love 'em. Yes sir, I'm 

really biased now. I just wouldn't collect anything else, and I wouldn't trade my 
collection, small as it may be, for anybody eise's. 

I haven't bought a Red Book in years now." 
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From Julius Feldman, 2475 North Haskell Drive, Tucson, Arizona 85716 

"In an earlier issue (P-W for September 1968, p. 175) Denis Poring brings up 
the question of composing a standardized list of Late Date major varieties. I am all 
for it ! When one considers that there are over 650 varieties (1200, counting sub- 
varieties, according to W. E. Johnson's LC167C), this makes collecting the Late Dates 
a problem, both mentally and financially. Of course, the question will undoubtedly 
arise as to what is a major or a minor variety. But, with a little digging, we should be 
able to come up with something concrete. How about it? Let's start the ball rolling! 
Now! ! !" 

From William G. Blanton, 502 Severin Street, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

"I recently received the reprint of the first six issues of PENNY-WISE and have 
certainly enjoyed reading them. After seeing the EAC Token mentioned as a pocket 
piece, I keep it in my pocket with my change instead of in the drawer. This will 
damage it some, but I am enjoying it more. 

I was glad to get and do appreciate the index prepared by Mr. Funk. Beading it 
made me want to order the first six issues. 

I somehow got an extra #9 issue last year and will be glad to send it to any 
member who might not have one. 

In, regard to Mr. Nelson's suggestion on the holes, I hope that you do hear from 
some of the members concerning it, because it is almost necessary in order to keep 
the copies in good preservation. I have a hole puncher available to me for this purpose." 

A later note from Julius Feldman: 

"Keceived the Xerox back issues of P-W and they are terrific ! A thanks and 'well 
done' to those responsible. I am sure that there many enjoyable hours in store for me, 
pouring over these back issues. For me, it was an ideal Christmas present." 

From Paul Oliphant, 5255 Allott Avenue, Van Nuys, California 91401 

"Enclosed are two photographs of the EAC Building which is located in Encino, 
California, a suburb of Los Angeles, My son and I thought you would be interested in 
this building because its initials are the same as our club. You can see, though, that 
the building is a computer training institute." 

From George K. Pretsch, 27 Beechwood Place, Massapequa Park, New York 11762 

"Let us expand our study to include early coppers of all America: Colonial, 
English, and any that were legal tender until the Act of February 21, 1857. " 
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From Joseph W. ilattner, 25851 Ivanhoe Road, Huntington Woods, Michigan 48070 

"The Editors and contributors should be commended for producing an excellent 
publication: PENNY-WISE. Because it is a large effort by few people, I suggest 

maintaining the quality at the expense of quantity. Therefore, four times a year for 
P-W may be enough. 

Why not request personal coin experiences such as evaluation of different shows 
and exhibits, dealers' comments on the coin-buying public, or their experiences with 
certain sales, shows, or customers? (Editor's note: P-W extends a standing invitation 

to any and all members who wish to submit articles such as Joe has suggested. "The 
Roving Reporter" by Wright in a previous issue and "Ye Editor Visits Denver" in this 
issue are along such lines, ) 

I would like Herb Silberman to set down his personal experience as it relates to 
the founding and to the history-to-date of the EAC Club. Does this suggest the need of 
an archivist for EAC? In that case, I would suggest a younger member for the post." 

From W. E» Johnson, Box 712, Boulder City, Nevada 89005 

"For those collectors wishing to keep their LC167C Addenda to ’Newcomb" up-to- 

date: 


The diagonal line between 1 and first star visible only on 
coins VF-EF or better. 

Should read R6, not H3. 

Newcomb's typographical error - U close to ribbon, 
not distant. 

Twelfth and thirteenth star recut, as N-16b. 

New die state: Double profile from top of coronet to bottom 
of nostril. The discovery coin is F12. R8. 

Should now read Qty 1 Rty 8 an F12 coin. 

New die state: Obv. without die crack, Rev. with lines 
Remove. (Error in attribution). Only known die state 
is 1854 N-14. 

Floyd Starr says there was one in the Hines' collection. 


The LC167C supplement lists many varieties not in 'Newcomb' and gives a numbering 
system for all known die states, with rarities. It is of value only when used with 
'Newcomb'. 


1821 

N-2a 

1831 

N-7 1/2 

1834 

N-1 

1835 

N-16 l/2b 

1838 

N-8 1/2 

1845 

N-3b 

1851 

N-19c 

1854 

N-14b 

1857 

N-4 1/2 

I can still supply 


For those collectors who wish to send a want list by date, type, or die variety of 
large cents 1793-1857, I believe that I can quote on enough items to be very interesting 
to you. " 




- 25 - 


A number of one sentence comments were written on the various questionnaires 
returned to us. Many were pertinent and deserve to be listed here: 

"In my opinion, past articles on grading have not been of much educational value." 

"Every issue read two or three times, front to back. Dear Editor: you are the 
best in the world. Keep it up !" 

"Members should be encouraged to join ANA, then use the ANA Library Loan 
facilities already existent. " 

"I have received ail the issues of P-W and I think it is great. It is hitting articles 
on just about everything; Keep it like it iSi" 

"Penny Quiz is so damn tough, it's a wonder anyone tries." 

"The annual meeting should be held at a different time than during the holiday 
season. " 

"Let us know the date of the annual meeting sooner!" 

"This questionnaire was a good idea and commendable. " 


MAUBICE M. GOULD EEPOETS 

On December 23, 1969 Maurice M. Gould reported the following item for PENNY- 
WISE: 


"As I receive quite a number of letters pertaining to treasure finds because I do 
articles and columns along this vein, I received this information today: a hoard of 

700 U.S. large cents was recently found in a can stored in the top of a kitchen cupboard 
in an old house in Ohio. The house was in ruins, A photo of the lot shows that most 
of the pieces seem to have been taken right out of circulation, most being in Good to 
Fine condition. There do not appear to be any sharp pieces, but lettering and dates 
are all clear and legible. 

I remember when a hoard of a few thousand did not attract any attention at all, 
but I think this is quite a large lot for a new find. " 


AN UP-TO-DATE COMPILATION AND SUMMARY OF THE NC's 


Warren A. Lapp and John D. Wright 
Part III - Conclusion 


1800 

NCI: Compact Overdate, Only Left Top of 7 Shows; Last 0 Upright. Look at the 

first E. Obv. 5, Rev. H. 8-0. 

The only specimen known, a condition 8 coin, turned up in the Ross collection and 
was sold for $15. in the Elder sale of May, 1937. This piece is now in the ANS 
collection. 

Breen reported that a second specimen, condition 3, was identified in New England 
about 1955; but it was never verified, and there is now no record of its whereabouts if 
such a specimen exists. 

*NC2: Overdate, Both Points of 7 Show, Rim Break at Lower Right Obverse. Hook 

at right bottom of final S. Obv. 6, Rev. I. 

The Condition Census is now 12-10-7-5. One of the 10-coins was regraded to 12. 

No new examples have turned up since PENNY WHIMSY. One example is in the 
ANS collection, and two are in collectors' hands. The original ANS coin (the 10-coin 
in the Condition Census ) , which had been given to ANS by Dr. Sheldon and which was 
plated in EARLY AMERICAN CENTS, disappeared from the Society's collection some 
time between 1949 and 1968. ANS, through the generosity of another East Coast col- 
lector, has recently replaced the missing coin with the 5-coin in the present Condition 
Census. The whereabouts of the 10-coin is unknown at present. The 12-coin and the 
7 coin are in two prominent East Coast collections. 

*NC3: Thin, Unfinished Ciphers, Spiked I Variety. Obv. 9, Rev. V. 

The Condition Census is now 50-15-5. Two specimens of this variety were 
reported in PENNY WHIMSY. A 5-coin has since turned up. The discoverer of this 
coin, who was not previously very interested in large cents, brought the coin to the 
EAC meeting at Philadelphia for verification. This coin and the EAC meeting aroused 
enough interest in this collector that he is now pursuing a variety collection. Another 
coin in the 1969 ANA sale, listed as an 1800 NC3, was a mis -attributed S-206. 

The spike projection from the central top of the I is constant on all specimens seen. 
Since all three 1800 NC3's are in collectors' hands, this is a now collectible variety. 

The EAC Census uncovered another purported example of this variety, and F12 
specimen. This coin, if correctly attributed and not a misgrading of one of the pre- 
viously known specimens, would extend the population of this variety to four specimens, 
or extreme upper Rarity 7. This coin must first be verified by Dr. Sheldon to insure 
its inclusion in PENNY WHIMSY when the book is revised. 
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NC4: 


The Variety with the Heavy Rim Brea!k. Obv. 19, Rev, U, 


Walter Breen has described the reverse of this variety as follows; "Both pairs of 
leaves under the T in CENT are free of the wreath. First 3 is low; final 3 a trifle high. 
ME touch. Lumps on MER. Numerator blunt, slants a trifle to the left; 1 of denominator 
perfect. Fraction bar rather long. Berries right of E in ONE and T in CENT are 
practically stemless. Leaves under ME are apparently stemless. Does not resemble any 
die of 1798, 1799, or 1801. 

The first 1800 NC4 to be identified, a 6-coin, was discovered by Dr. Sheldon in 
1945 and now resides in the ANS collection. This is the plate coin in EARLY AMERICAN 
CENTS. An 8-coin turned up sometime before 1951. This specimen is the PENNY 
WHIMSY plate coin and is the only known example in collectors' hands. The coin was 
stolen from its last rightful owner and its whereabouts is not now known. No new ex- 
amples have appeared since PENNY WHIMSY. 

The Condition Census remains 8-6. 

NC5: The "Imperfect" C in CENT; short fraction bar. Obv. 1, xiev. W. 10-0. 

This unique variety was recently discovered by Dr, Stanley Q. West and is now in 
the collection of a prominent East Coast collector. It is the 1800 Over 1798, with a new 
reverse. The coin was reported by Walter Breen. in PENNY-WISE No. 8, p. 163, q.v. 

1801 

*NC1: Very Close Date, First 1 Pointed, Perfect Y. Differently Injured Reverse. 

Obv. 3, Rev. B. 

Reverse die is injured, as on the 1800 S-203 which used the same die. 

The Condition Census is now 15-15-12-12-10-10. At the time that EARLY 
AMERICAN CENTS was published, this variety was thought to be unique, the only speci- 
men known (there called VG7 ) being in ANS. This is the EAC plate coin (reverse only), 
later regraded as VG8. Three more specimens, graded 12, 10, and 1, turned up in 1958. 
The reverse of the 12-coin is plated in PENNY WHIMSY. Subsequently, two 15-coins and 
a 10-coin appeared. At the annual EAC meeting on December 7, 1969, one well-known 
member produced another 12-coin which he had recently purchased as a mis -attributed 
S-215. This makes seven specimens in collectors' hands, plus the ANS coin. This is a 
now collectible variety, Rarity 7. In 1964 Hollinbeck-Kagin (QM IV, Aug. '64) sold an 
"AG3" specimen which, while possibly new, was probably the above-listed 1 coin. 

Three 1801 NCI's were reported in the EAC Census. Two of these have since been 
examined and both turned out to be the S-215. Since the 1801 NCI very closely resembles 
the later die states of S-215, it is very possible that the other reported example may 
also have been mis -attributed - an almost justifiable error in this particular case. The 
bust incusation line on the NCI goes around the F, through the O, and tangept_to the 
final S. On the S-215 this same incusation line curves from the center of the top of the 
F, around the top of O (does not touch O), and through the front curve of the final S. 
There is insufficient room to the right of the final S for an incused cipher. 
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NC2: 


First 1 Pointed, 8 Leans Right. Heavy rim break at TFS OF. Obv. 6, Rev. E. 


The Condition Census for this variety is now 15-10-6, the 8-coin having been re- 
graded to 10. 

The 15-coin is housed in a well-known New Jersey collection. The 10-coin was 
plated (reverse only) in PENNY WHIMSY and resides at ANS. The G6 specimen turned 
up in the Downing sale of 1952. 

*NC3: Blunt I's; Fraction l/OOO, Blunt Stems. Obv. 9, Rev. K. 

This variety was first discovered by C. Douglas Smith in February, 1950. A second 
specimen was found soon afterwards. Since publication of this variety in PENNY WHIMSY, 
four other specimens have turned up. One of these is a 10-coin, another is a 4-coin, and 
the grades of the other two have been misplaced. 

Hollinbeck-Kagin offered a "VF20" of this variety in 1964 (QM IV, Aug. ’64). The 
coin was poorly described, so its identity might be subject to question. If it were a 
legitimate 1801 NC3, it may be the 10-coin listed above or one of the "misplaced con- 
dition" coins. On the other hand, this could be a seventh specimen. 

This variety was incorrectly located in PENNY WHIMSY. The obverse has all of 
the rim crumbling afe shown on 9vd, Plate 40, plus a rim break at the tip of the bust 
similar to that found on 4vd, Plate 44, (1803), which is the other obverse found with this 
die. The 1801 NC3 was struck after the S-223. The reverse is the same as Rev. G of 
1803, before the fraction was corrected. 

Each of the first two specimens had originally been mis-attributed as S-223, which 
has the same obverse and a l/OOO fraction. The 1801 NC3 can be readily identified by a 
berry opposite the center of E in ONE. 

IN PENNY WHIMSY, Dr. Sheldon suggested that all readers look at their S-223's 
and recheck the attribution, that perhaps some new NC3's would turn up. Obviously, 
the suggestion paid dividends. 

Two 1801 NC3's were reported in Silberman's EAC Census: conditions 8 and 4. 

If verified, these could boost the known population up to seven, eight, or nine. At any 
rate, mid-R7 appears to be the most current rarity for this now collectible variety. 

NC4: Pointed First 1; Denominator 1 00. Rev. H. 10-3. 

This variety first turned up in the Dupont sale in 1954; but its authenticity was 
doubted by Dr. Sheldon because the coin, superficially VF20, had been extensively 
burnished and retooled. The tampering lowered the grade of the coin to an overall VGIO. 
Breen later discovered an AG3 example of this variety (later reported as G4) in the stock 
of a southern coin dealer, who raised his asking price for the coin to a fantastic level 
when he observed Breen's enthusiasm for the coin. This specimen showed no evidence 
of tooling, and its discovery removed any doubt of the existence of such a variety. The 
variety was reported by Breen in PENNY-WISE (No. 8, p. 163, q.v. ), following an 
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earlier publication in COIN WORLD ("Fair to Very Fine”, p. 29, May 31, 1963). 

Breen there described the new obverse as follows: 

"First 1 pointed; date much curved, the 0 low. Differs from the other 
Pointed 1 obverses as follows: Without the die breaks of Obv. 1 (S-213) 

and with 80 much lower; numerals much more evenly spaced than in Obv. 

2 (S-214 - date 1 80 1); numerals much more widely spaced than in Obv. 

3 (S-215 and NCI, with 180 squeezed together); LIBERTY much more 
widely spaced than in Obvs. 6 and 7 (S-219, 220, and NC2). Differs from 
the other obverse known with this reverse in having a pointed first 1; 

the usual obverse (9, of 3-222) has blunt I's." 

1802 

*NC1". Crack from B Across Hair and Ear. Obv. 2, Rev. B. 

An AU55 specimen has turned up, making Condition Census now 55-30-25-15-15-12. 

The 1802 NCI may be easily confused with the S-227 if the obverse die is perfect. 

In the case of the NCI, the 1 just fails to touch the hair, the 18 are closely spaced, the 
0 2 farther apart. On the S-227, the 1 8 are more distant and the 02 closer together. 

Over 20 examples of this variety are now known and verified, thirteen of which 
were discovered between the publication of EARLY AMERICAN CENTS and the appearance 
of PENNY WHIMSY. At least one example is known with a perfect obverse die; all 
others seen show some trace of the crack described by Dr. Sheldon. This is apparently 
still an R6 variety, probably mid-range. 

Two examples are in the ANS collection. One specimen sold in the Downing sale 
of 1952 for $700. One was discovered by Breen in 1951. Another was discovered before 
1951 by Ray Shab, three others by various New York collectors. Two "VF" specimens 
in the Schwartz sale of 1961 brought $265. and $85. respectively (one was burnished). 

The "VF20" in the Dupont sale of 1954 brought $275. 

This variety has appeared at auction over a half-dozen times since 1961. Most 
recently, a VG7 appeared in the Thurlow sale (Mayflower, December, 1967) at $65. 
Another, graded VGIO, brought $137.50 in a Hillcrest sale in 1968; and an F15 brought 
$170. at a Merkin auction in March, 1969. 

Silbeirnan’s EAC Census recorded six 1802 NCI's: one reported as VF20, 

another F15, the others of lesser grades. It is not known how many, if any, have been 
verified. 


*NC2: 8 Low, Leaning Right. ME joined at their feet. Obv. 4, Rev. D. 

The Condition Census for this variety is now 50-30-6-4 (the 20-coin of the PENNY 
WHIMSY CC being regraded as a 30 and a 6-coin added). 

This variety represents :a freak mule,, with the obverse of the S-229 (Low Leaning 
8) mated with the reverse of the S-230. The reverse die is quite distinctive, but 
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Obv. 4 (S-229, NC2), despite the mispbaced 8, is difficult to distinguish from Obv. 5 
of the S-230. As a result, many dozens of iS-230 cents are continuously being mis- 
labeled as the NC2. The Hydeman specimen (AK, Mar. '61) was a mis-attributed S-237. 

The ANS specimen, AU50, was the discovery coin for this variety. A second speci- 
men, G4, turned up in the Pawling collection (NN 39th, Nov. 1952) and brought $97.50. 
The next one to be discovered, graded VF20 in PENNY WHIMSY, has turned out to be a 
30-eoin. Since PENNY WHIMSY, a 6-coin of this variety has turned up and is now 
housed in a prominent East Coast collection. 

The EAC Census reported a G4. It is not known whether or not this coin has been 
verified or whether, if correctly attributed, it is the Pawling coin or a new discovery. 
This variety is now collectible, either barely R8 or in the extreme upper reaches of R7, 
depending on the identity and verification of the coin reported in the EAC Census. 

Just as PENNY-WISE was being forwarded for mimeographing and mailing, the 
Editor learned of another specimen of the 1802 NC2 which had just been discovered. 

The grade and attribution have been verified by John D. Wright. The coin is VG8 on 
Obverse and overall G4 on Reverse. Top of Reverse is weakly struck; and there is a 
rough, etched area across ONE and two 1 l/2 mm. pits at top Reverse. The coin has 
been cleaned to a brassy nightmare, but with time and proper environment should retone 
naturally. The die crack at top Obverse is quite plain and the Reverse die is uncracked. 
This discovery, graded G6 overall, has a very appreciative home in a southern collection. 
The Condition Census should now read 50-30-6-6-4. 

1803 

*^C1: The Farthest 1 and 3, Widest denominator, Obv. 5, Rev. 8, 

This variety is now Rarity 6, probably around mid-range. Its Condition Census 
is 50-20-20-15-15-10 (The 25-coin in the PENNY WHIMSY Condition Census was a mis- 
print). A new 15-coin has turned up since PENNY WHIMSY appeared. 

Seven new examples of this variety turned up between the appearance of EARLY 
AMERICAN CENTS and the publication of PENNY WHIMSY. Well over a dozen speci- 
mens are now in collectors' hands, and the variety is a now collectible item. 

The discovery specimen, AU50, was found by Elmer Sears sometime between 1925 
and 1928, He sold the coin to Henry C. Hines who identified and described it. Hines, 
who had an F15 specimen in his collection also, sold the AU50 specimen to George H. 
Clapp. This coin is now permanently housed in the ANS collection. The coin was re- 
ported in detail in Newcomb's supplement to THE CENTS OF 1801-1802-1803, issued 
in 1928. 

A G5 specimen of the 1803 NCI turned up in the Newcomb sale of 1945 and brought 
$21. A specimen described as VG8 brought $260. when sold at auction in 1953. A VGIO 
specimen brought $180. in the Lester Merkin sale of October 19, 1966. An F15 example 
was found by an EAC member in 1966 and is now in his collection. The 1803 NCI has 
appeared in auction sales at least three times in the past six years; QM I (H-K, June 
'63), '64 ANA (Pmt, Aug. '64), and LM [Oct. '66). 
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Allen Schoenberger advertised an 1803 NCI, F15, in P-W No. 11 (Mar. ’69). The 
coin was purchased for $45. by another PAC member who downgraded the specimen to 
VGIO but still felt well satisfied with his purchase. 

The EAC Census reported four 1803 NCI's, the highest grade being condition 8. 

It is not known how many, if any, had been verified. 

Breen in his "Cent Collector’s Forum" (NUMIS, Aug. ’57, p. 922) suggested that 
other examples of the 1803 NCI may exist, being mis -attributed as the S-245 which also 
had a very wide fraction. He noted "that the position of the PSL under the left edge of 
the upright of the D and the PHL between ES should readily identify the NCI without 
difficulty". 

With the NCI of 1803 our quest for an up-to-date compilation ends, since the next 
variety to be sufficiently rare to rate such a designation would be dated 1820 or 1822, 
well past the "documented era". 

The authors are deeply indebted to Dr. William H. Sheldon and to Mrs. Dorothy 
Paschal for their inestimable help, suggestions, and data to make this report so complete 
and up-to-date. The authors are also very much indebted to Denis Loring and to Walter 
Breen who supplied data and advice and whose previous articles were used to supplement 
this report. Credit should also be given to Herbert Silberman whose Census of the Early 
Dates, done for the EAC, was widely quoted. 

ADDENDA TO ARTICLE ON THE NC’s 
John D. Wright 

The only additional notes I have for the NC article concerns appearances at auction, 
as follows: 

1796 NCI: Hollinbeck-Kagin offered an "XF but tampered with" specimen in their 

August, 1964 auction, but the coin was "bought in" when it failed to realize a price close 
to the four-figure estimated value. The pedigree and authenticity of this coin is unknown. 

1796 NC3: A condition 3 or 4 coin was offered with the Lahrman collection (AK, Febru- 

ary, 1963). The coin has not been verified by anyone we know. In Part II, it was noted 
that the EAC Census reported a G5 coin, but its attribution and grade had not been verified. 
Possibly this coin is the Lahrman specimen. 

1797 NC2: The new 15-coin appeared in the Schwartz collection (AK, October, 1961) 

and again in the 1964 ANA sale. This same ANA sale also offered the 5-coin. 

1797 NC3: Hollinbeck-Kagin offered a "Fine or VF" specimen in their August, 1964 sale. 

The coin has not been verified. It could be new, a mis-attribution, or an earlier appear 
ance of the previously-listed 8-coin. 

1799 NCI: The "NCI of 1799" offered in the 1969 ANA sale turned out to be a much- 

worn 3-174 of 1798. 

+ !)<*** 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Because this issue of P-W fills the alloted quota of pages, we have had to hold back 
many fine articles. These will appear in the next issue of P-W which is scheduled for 
March 15. Items of current interest, members' comments, and Swaps & Sales are 
usually given first preference. Certain features appear regularly. Serialized articles 
always receive preference. Interest diversification is also considered. Don't let this 
back log of articles deter you from submitting your own articles or your "Two Cents 
Worth", however. Please keep your articles and comments coming. 

More on Old Time Collectors and Dealers" Warren Lapp 
"Numismatic Ramblings - Strictly" Herb Silberman 

iiarlier Notes on the Jefferson Head Cents" - a reprint from the book 
by Francis W. Doughty. 

"The Missing Link" Paul Carter 

"Surviving Population Discrepancies in the Late Dates" Wayne G. Slife 
"Consensus Report on EAC's Questionnaire" 

"How to Get Your Name in Print" 

"Index for Volume III" Charles E. Funk, Jr. 


PENNY-WISE REPRINTS FOR SALE 

Bill Parks advises us that he has only three copies left of the PENNY-WISE re- 
prints which he offered for sale in the last issue of P-W. The reprints comprise the 
first six issues of PENNY-WBE. 

Those who have already purchased copies have been loud in their praise of the 
reprints, stating that you could hardly recognize them from the original issues. 

A set of the first six issues is yours for only $15. postpaid. Add an extra $2.50 
if you need No. 7. 

Just mail your order and check to William Parks, 1109 East Colonial Drive, 
Orlando, Florida 32803, and the copies will be on their way to you by return mail. 
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ALL ABOUT SWAPS & SALES 

All advertising by EAC members is listed, gratis, in PENNY-WISE. The Editor 
reserves the privilege to limit listing where space becomes a problem. All copy for the 
next issue should be forwarded to EAC Headquarters by February 25, 1970. 

It is expected that Seller will refund purchase price immediately if coin is returned 
by Buyer as having been mis -attributed, over-graded, or misrepresented in any way. 

It is understood that Seller will refund checks promptly if coin has been previously 

sold. 

Seller should be willing to furnish additional details about any of his listings when 
requested to do so. Or, if piece has already been sold, he should advise the interested 
party of this promptly. 

No sales or trades should be considered FINAL until both Seller and Buyer are 
mutually satisfied. 

If necessary, any complaints between Seller and Buyer may be referred to EAC 
Headquarters for arbitration. 

This issue of Swaps & Sales should make your eyes pop ! For those of you who feel 
particularly affluent this time of the year, Swaps & Sales offers a total of 173 large cents 
which represent the duplicates of eight different members. Total cost? For the entire 
lot, only $5,442.75 or an average of about $31.50 per coin. But look what you would get: 

By dates: 


1794 

- 13 

1799 

- 0 

1804 

- 1 

1809 

1795 

- 3 

1800 

- 14 

1805 

- 3 

1810 

1796 

- 15 

1801 

- 11 

1806 

- 1 

1811 

1797 

- 12 

1802 

- 23 

1807 

- 4 

1812 

1798 

- 23 

1803 

- 13 

1808 

- 0 

1813 

1814 


The list of Early Dates includes one ex-Dupont, one ex-Silberman (besides his own 
listing), three and possibly four Condition Census coins, and at least four overdates. 
There are 27 Late Date cents listed, including two overdates, and a VF20 1854 Pattern 
AW-186. 

In addition, the 1801 NCI in F12 is offered for sale or trade, the terms to be 
mutually agreed upon. 

These statistics were prepared as of January 1, 1970. There may be additional 
offerings by the time P-W goes to press. 

Have fun ! And stop your drooling ! 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


WANTED: Dane B. Nielsen, 5223 Harmony Avenue, Apt. 4, North Hollywood, 

California 91601 

I am seriously looking for an 3-86, 3-90, also a choice S-91 (VF30 or 
better). Please contact me if you have any of the above for sale. 

FOR SALE; Lawrence A. Nilson, P. O. Box 205, Yorktown Heights, New York 10598 


1795 

S-78 

Obv. 4, Rev. 3 


$18.50 

1796 

S-83 

Obv. 4, Rev. 3 


25. Slightly rough 

1796 

S-91 

Obv. 6, Rev. 4 


40. Rev. weak at top and 





bottom due to striking 

1798 

S-171 

G6 


25. 

1802 

S-227 

VG7 


10. 

1802 

S-235 

VG7 


15. Very weakly struck at date. 

1803 

S-243 

Barely a 4-coin 


8.50 

1813 

3-293 

VGIO 


23. 

1843 

N-13 

Obv. 42, Rev. 44 

F15 

23. 

I need key and semi-key Mercury dimes. Walking Liberty halves, Indian 

cents. 

early type coins, etc. Please tell me what you have and the best price. 



^ ^ * 

+ 

+ * * + * 

SALE: 

C. F. 

Gordon, Jr., P. 0 

. Box 1944, Orlando, Florida 



ANA 27868, EAC , 

39 


1796 

S-91 

VG8 

$55. 


1797 

S-120b 

AG3 

15. 


1797 

S-121 

VGIO 

30. 


1797 

3-127 

G6 R6 

40. 

Overall nice, but has 3 initials on Rev. 





2 notches in rim. 

1797 

S-132 

G4 R7 

150. 

Scratched Obv. 

1797 

S-137 

AG3 

10. 


1797 

S-138 

G6 

15. 


1797 

S-140 

F15 

45. 


1798/7 

S-151 

Fair 2 

10. 


1798 

S-161 

VG6 

12.50 


1798 

S-162 

AGS R5 

10. 


1798 

S-166 

VG8 

15. 


1798 

S-179 

FI 8 

35. 


1798 

S-186 

G6 

17.50 


1798 

S-187 

VGIO 

9.50 

bent 

1800/79 S-193 G3 R5 

19.50 


1800 

S-196 

G4 

11. 


1800 

S-203 

G6 

29.50 


1800 

S-205 

G4 R5 

25. 


1800 

S-205 

F15 

70. 

dented across hair 

1800 

S-209 

G4 R5 

2*0. 

Ex-Silberman 
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1800 

S-211 

AG3 

1800 

S-212 

VG8 

1801 

S-214 

Fair 2 

1801 

S-224 

VG8 

1802 

S-228 

F15 

1802 

S-229 

F18 

1802 

S-230 

G4 

1802 

S-229 

G4 

1802 

S-231 

VGIO 

1802 

S-236 

G6 

1802 

S-239 

G5 

1802 

S-240 

G5 

1802 

S-242 

G5 

1802 

S-242 

VGIO 


$12.50 

39.50 

12.50 
15o 

29.50 

R5 65. 

7.50 

. R5 15. 

15. 

9.50 

10 . 

R5 30. 

10 . 

17.50 


punch mark in head, not through 


LIBERTY erased 


Will refund If not completely happy. 

FOR SALE: Herbert A. Silberman, c/o Associate Designers, Inc., 

174 Maplewood Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey 07040 


I refuse to grade, but will pay postage both ways. 


1794 

S-26 

$17. 

3-54 

$26. 


S-28 

30. 

3-60 

30. 


S-29 

23. 

3-65 

17. 


3-44 

19. 

S-69 

17. 


S-47 

35, 



1795 

3-78 

$40, 



1796 

S-81 

$24, 

S-103 

$43. 


S-85 

20, 

S-116 

29. 


3-89 

26. 



1797 

S-128 

$ 8. 

S-139 

$15. 

1798 

S-189 

$ 2,50 

S-187 

$18. 


S-172 

14. 



1800 

3-205 

$ 2.50 



1801 

S-224 

with and without die break (2) 

$10. e 

1802 

S-227 

$ 4, 



1807/6 

$ 6. 



1806 


$90. 



1823/2 

$20. 



1830 


$ 9, 



1837 


$10, 




4 « 
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FOR SWAP OR SALE; Initial price is TRADE Value; second is CASH Price. 
Charles 3. Latham, 802 Fenton Road, Marion, Indiana 46952 


1797 

S-78 

R1 

G4/Poor 


$13. /ll. 


1798 

S-179 

R2 

VG7/G5 


16. /13. 


1798 

S-182 

R5 

G4/G4 


25. /21. 


1798 

S-184 

R2 

F12/VG10 


2lj2b. 


1798 

S-185 

R3 

VG9/VG7 


20./18. 


1801 

S-220 

R4 

G4/G6 


17. /14. 


1802 

S-241 

R1 

VG10/G5 


16. /13. 


1803 

S-243 

R4 

VG8/G6 


19. /17. 

Granular 

1803 

S-249 

R4 

AG3/Fair2 


8./6. 


1803 

S-254 

R1 

Fair 


4./3.50 


1803 

S-258 

R1 

G4/G4 


6. /5, 25 


1807 

S-273 

R1 

VG10/VG8 


15. /13. 


1810 

S-281 

R1 

G4/G6 


10. /8. 


1814 

S-295 

R1 

F12/F12 


12. /lO. 

Scratched 

Need Varieties 

1794- 

1798 Cents. 








* * 

* * * * 


SALE 

: Gordon 

J. Wrubel, 8415 Weil, 

Center Line, Michigan 48015 

1794 

3-24 

VG7/AG3 



$28. 

1794 

3-49 

AG3/Fair2 



16. 

1796 

S-91 

F12 

minutely porous surface 

75. 

1798 

S-172 

G4 

nice brown 



10. 

1800 

S-209 

G5 




13. 

1802 

S-225 

F-VF 

some poros 

lity 


24, 

1802 

S-229 

F12 




27. 

1802 

S-235 

Fair2/AG3 



4. 

1803 

S-252 

G4 




6. 

1803 

S-265 

VG-F 

but pitted - 

call it G5 

38. 

1809 

S-280 

VGIO 

some corrosion 


55. 

1811 

S-287 

G5 




32. 

1814 

S-295 

G4 




7. 

1857 

N-la 

F12 

L.D. 



20. 

1857 

N-4 

VF25 

S. D. 



34. 

Have ' 

others available. 

Write. 







* + **>('!|<*!t:**J|<*** 


BUYING COUNTERSTAMPED U.S. 


LARGE CENTS 




Send unwanted c/s U.S. Lg ^ — invoiced, insured — for offer. Both 
Sheldon and Newcomb items; also oddities. Held seven days pending 
agreement. Postage refunded on buys. Slowest check in U.S. Free 
attributions, you pay ret. post. & ins. 

♦ 


**** ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261, MIAMI, FLA. 


33138.. EAC #155, ANA, ANS **** 


- 37 - 


************** 


CENTS FOR 

SALE - Satis 

faction guaranteed. Denis Loring, 259 Summer Street, 




Somerville, 

Massachusetts 02143 

1796 

S-119 

VF30 


3225. 

1797 

S-121 

F12 


50. 

1798 

S-162 

VG7 


30. 

1800 

3-203 

VF25 

but injured rev. so F12 

40. ex -Dupont 

1800 

S-209 

F12 


30. 

1800 

S-212 

F15 


40. 

1801 

S-214 

AG3 


6. 

1801 

S-214 

VG8 


30. 

1801 

S-220 

VG7 


20. 

1802 

S-235 

VG7 


20, 

1803 

S-244 

VF20 


50. 

1803 

S-250 

VF35 


80. 

1803 

3-265 

VF20 


150. 

1809 

S-280 

AG3 


20. 

1816 

N-8c 

VG7 

R6 

4. 

1817 

N-16 

F12 

but rim injury, 15 stars 

5. 

1821 

N-2 

G5 

WD 

7. 

1824 

N-1 

G5 

1824/22 

5, 

1825 

N-6 

VG7 

Smalt A's, State I 

4. 

1835 

N-6 

VG8 

3D 

5. 

1835 

N-la 

VG7 

LD 

4. 

1837 

N-5 

VG7 

PHC, S.L. 

4. 

1839 

N-5 

VG7 

Booby Head 

5. 

1839 

N-11 

VG8 

Booby Head 

5. 

1843 

N-6 

VG7 

Obv. and rev. '44 

4. 

1854 

Pattern 

VF20 

AW- 186 

30. 

Will also trade the S 

1-265: 

NeedS-144, 156, 178, 180 

, 198, 201, 217, 218, 

264. 

Please write. 




Also available: 1801 NCI 

F12 authenticated by Dr. 3heldon. Would like 

to trade for two lower grade NC's or for one lower grade NC plus cash. 



* * 



FOR SALE - 

Eugene Exman, Barnstable, Massachusetts 02630 

1794 

3-50 

F15 

Condition Census 

$300. 

1794 

3-56 

F12 


150. 

1795 

3-74 

F12 


150. 

1796 

S-82 

VG8 


100. 

1796 

S-84 

VGIO 


75. 

1796 

S-91 

FI 5 


100. 

1796 

S-115 

VG8 


75. 

1797 

S-121 

VG7 


30. 

1798 

S-145 

VF20 

Condition Census ( ? ) 

100. 

1798 

S-152 

AG3 


15. 

1798 

S-153 

VF35 

Condition Census 

200. 

1798 

S-154 

G4 


15. 

1801 

S-196 

VG7 


20. 
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1801 

S-219 

F12‘ 

$100. 


1801 

S-220 

G6 

40. 


1802 

S-227 

EF45 Condition Census 

175. 


1802 

S-230 

VGIO 

20. 


1802 

S-241 

VF30 

55. 


1803 

S-255 

EF45 

90. 


1803 

S-260 

EF40 

75. 


1804 

S-266 

VGIO 

350. 


1805 

S-267 

EF40 

90. 


1805 

S-269 

EF40 

75. 


1807 

S-273 

VF25 

50. 


1807 

S-274 

VF20 

75. 


1810 

S-281 

F15 

35. 


1810 

S-283 

VF20 

40. 


1812 

S-288 

VF30 

50. 


For quick sale, 

take discount on single items above of 10 per cent. Five or more itemSj 

take 15 per cent; 

; ten or more items, take 20 per cent. Buy entire lot at 25 per cent dis 

count. 





Since my want list is small 

, I am not interested in trading. 








John D. Wright, 

711 Morosgo Drive N.E. , Apartment B-8, Atlanta, Georgia 30324 

Tamm an V Plates 

: Ail dies 

, 1816 - 1835 Old Head. The set lacks the 1834 N 

-7 obverse 

and reverse, includes a few notable die states, and contains approximately 300 labeled 

photo eraohs and 

an arrangement key. The plates are individual 

, black and white, high 

contrast, lifesize, matte prints on single-weight paper. I have five sets 

.at $26. 

each, postpaid. 





Scarce Varieties 





1796 

S-103 

LIHERTY, Rev. of 1794 

AG3 

$30. 

1798 

S-163 

Unfinished lock, nearly CC 

F12 

45. 

1798 

S-165 

The rarest "Whisker" 

G6 

12. 

1800 

S-190 

Over 1798. 

AG3 

6.50 

1802 

S-234 

No damage, just worn 

Fair2 

7. 

1802 

S-238 

Typical weak left Rev, 

AG3 

7.50 

1803 

S-265 

LD, LF: Obv. looks better but 

G5 

21. 



one large and few sm. bruises 



1805 

S-267 

Blunt Ic Edges banged up a bit and 

VF35 

32. 



apparently smoothed down. 





Still, a beautiful cent. 





("Commercial XF" ) 



1818 

N-2 

With rim break; everything shows 

AGS 

7. 

1822 

N-8 

Wide Date 

VG7 

7. 

1822 

N-12 

Wide Date 

G5 

5. 

1829 

N-5 

Small Letters 

VGIO 

5.50 

1830 

N-6 

Small Letters. Two recent records of 




sales (Stacks) were at 50% over 




Red Book 

G6 

10. 



Another 

VGIO 

19. 

1835 

N-9 

Large Date 

G5 

5. 



Another 

VGIO 

10. 

1835 

N-13 1/2 

Recut 5, double profile 

VGIO 

10. 

1837 

N-5 

Plain Cords, Small Letters 

F15 

8. 



, » Another 

VF30 

20. 

1846 

N-4 

Doubled Date 

XF40 

12. 


If you have second choices, please say so. Everything guaranteed. Standard return 
privileges if not satisfied. 
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(\RLY AMERiCAN COPPERS 

1109 E. Colonial Drive 
Orlando, Fla. 32803 




FRANKLIN D.ROOStVELT FRANKLIN O.ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN D.ROOSEVELT 


Erie P. Hevffliaii llumiaioatic Educational Society- 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Mo. 






